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Message from the President

IT TAKES ALL OF US
I wish you could be in the Hope Channel studio on a Tuesday 
night. 

The excitement around the live production of Let’s Pray is 
always palpable—Monique the producer is tidying up last-
minute details; the guests are getting their makeup done; 
David, Kandus, and Season are going over their scripts; Russ 
the director is giving last minute instructions to the crew; 
and the prayer team has arrived. Soon everyone is ready for 
the countdown to begin!

When I watch the team working I am amazed at how God 
brings us all together—different talents, personalities, 
ethnicities, and even generations—to work for His glory and 
purpose. The Holy Spirit takes our love for Christ and our 
commitment to share that love with others, and turns it into 
a ministry that reaches worldwide.

The gospels tell us story after story of how the disciples were 
very different kinds of people. There was Peter and John 
with their outspoken, thunderous attitudes, Matthew, the 
fastidious liberal, and the passionate Peter. Imagine the 
discussions around their supper table, or as they walked the 
roads of Judea. They were different, yet they were one in 
their discipleship to Jesus.

The miracle of the gospel is that Jesus unites us despite the 
tall list of issues that separate and divide us. In our love for 

Jesus Christ and our surrender to the Holy Spirit’s guidance, 
diversity sheds its power and unity takes over.

Just as it took 12 different types of men to build the early 
Christian church, it takes different types of people to sustain 
Hope Channel’s ministry. While we have a talented team 
working at the studio, we could not sustain Hope Channel 
with just our crew. We need the rest of our staff who work 
behind the scenes (meet one of them on page 12). We need 
supporters like Akivah and Mabel (see page 4 and 6). We 
need viewers like you who tell others about our programs. It 
takes all of us. God uses each one of us—together—to make 
Hope Channel possible. 

The Adventist Church provides our basic operating expenses, 
but it is you who helps produce new shows, who keeps Hope 
Channel on the air. We are a viewer-supported ministry that 
depends on your partnership through prayer and financial 
support. Thank you for being a vital part of Hope Channel. 

This is God’s ministry, and we are called to band together as 
a team and “make disciples of all nations” (Matt 28:19).

Brad Thorp 
President, Hope Channel
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I like to multitask. So I began 
watching Hope Channel while 
fixing my daughter’s school 
lunch—that way I study the Bible 
while doing a routine task. Before 
long, I realized that Hope Channel 
had become a big part of my life. It 
has made be a better person and 
a better mom.

—Crystal

My family and I have been experiencing some 
very challenging financial and legal troubles. 
I feel anxious and guilty for not being a good 
father, husband, and provider. Through 
Hope Sabbath School I have begun to really 
understand the Word of God. I am now very 
hopeful and filled with peace through the 
grace of God.

—Luis

I love Go Healthy for Good because it is easy 
to understand, yet very practical. It offers me 
real help from a wise Christian perspective. It 
has an optimistic approach while explaining 
the importance of healthful living. 

—Mihai

I begin my day watching Hope Channel. And I 
feel blessed all day because of it.

—James

When people ask me about my faith, I’m 
usually too nervous to say much. So I just tell 
them to watch Hope Channel to understand 
my beliefs.

—Maggie

I am on the road a lot and miss my family very 
much when I am away. So when I find Hope 
Channel on the television in my hotel room, 
it makes me feel a little less lonely. I am so 
thankful that Hope Channel is on DirecTV. The 
first thing I do when I check into a hotel is look 
for channel #368.

—Lionel

* Tell others about Hope Channel by hanging this poster in places such as your office, church, or community center.
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“When my aunt Bea was alive, it was playing on her TV 
all the time, 24/7,” says Akivah Northern about how 
she learned of Hope Channel. “She was especially a 
fan of the show Go Healthy for Good.”

So, when Aunt Bea was approaching her 106th birth-
day, Akivah had an idea. She contacted Hope Chan-
nel to see if Go Healthy for Good would like to feature 
her aunt’s long and healthy life. Show host Dr. Nerida 
loved the idea, and travelled to Santa Barbara with a 
crew to interview Aunt Bea (Meet Aunt Bea at 49:55 
minutes into this episode: hopetv.org/longevity)

After Aunt Bea passed away, Akivah continued watch-
ing Hope Channel. She enjoyed it so much that she be-
gan to find ways to incorporate Hope Channel shows 
into the many community and health projects within 
her non-profit organization, Media Medicine Group. 
When she found a bargain deal on a giant digital 
billboard space towering high in New York City’s Times 
Square, she immediately thought of Hope Channel. “I 
knew that people would see through the glitter and 
glitz of the retail advertisements all around and notice 
Hope Channel,” says Akivah.  “I knew Hope Channel 
would just pop with its simple logo, bright colors, and 
its tagline Television that changes lives. People want to 
change—they want a better, happier life.”

This advertising opportunity was more than just a 
great bargain. It was a providential gift that allowed 
Hope Channel to tell the thousands who walked by 
that God’s good news was on free-to-air television 
in New York. Even though Hope Channel has been 
broadcasting in the New York area for two years, 
many people often discover it only accidentally while 

flipping through channels. This giant advertisement 
was going to make a big difference! “Through this op-
portunity God was providing just what Hope Channel 
needed at just the right time,” says Akivah.

Hope Channel quickly went to work on the advertise-
ment, a “bow-tie” display (one that expands the visual 
boundary at right angles so people from intersecting 
streets can view it).  The 16,414-square-foot space, 
right above a prominent Revlon advertisement on the 
corner of 1500 Broadway and 43rd Street, displayed an 
invitation to watch Hope Channel on WMBQ 46.2—the 
television station that changes lives. 

“Not only were we able to run our digital ad several 
times an hour, every hour for seven straight days, our 
ad was 20 seconds in length instead of the typical 10 
seconds,” shares a Hope Channel representative. “It 
was a miracle for us to get the space—and to get it 
for the price we did. What an excellent opportunity to 
reach a large segment of potential viewers.”

Akivah is like many of Hope Channel’s viewers who do 
more than watch the shows. They are ambassadors for 
this broadcast ministry. They use Hope Channel as a 
tool to strengthen and share their faith. 

“I’m glad I could help,” says Akivah.  “Times Square is 
a huge and very public place where people enjoy com-
ing to visit from all around the world. Yet almost every 
single billboard in this famous square is selling some-
thing. This space with Hope Channel’s message simply 
spoke of God’s love that is available to every one.” 

NEW WRAPPED
IN LOVECITY

YORK
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300,000  
pedestrians walk  
through every day

115,000  
people drive by in 
cars and buses

Between 7 p.m. 
and 1 a.m., more 
than 66,000 
pedestrians enter 
the “bowtie” area.

*Numbers are approximate  
and taken from  

timessquarenyc.org. 

Times Square billboards 
get nearly 1.5 million 
impressions each day.

Akivah Northern in Times Square 
with Hope Channel’s billboard 
right above Revlon’s.

170,000  
employees 
work there

66,000  
residents call 
it home

It costs between $1.1 and $4 million a year to buy advertising space in Times Square. That 
roughly translates to $3,000 per day for the least expensive advertising. 

But through the opportunity shared by Akivah, Hope Channel paid a very tiny fraction of 
the average cost. Not only was the price an incredible bargain, it was also on par with what 
Hope Channel currently pays for some of its print ad space!

— “The (High) Cost of Advertising in Times Square,” Investopedia, February 23, 2015  (http://www.
investopedia.com/articles/investing/022315/high-cost-advertising-times-square.asp#ixzz412cDGqyb, 
accessed March 2, 2016)

WHAT
HAPPENS IN
TIMES 
SQUARE?*

ADVERTISING COST
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It’s 10 o’clock in the morning. Stacks of mail just got 
dumped on the counter of Hope Channel’s Viewer 
Services office. Held together by thick rubber bands, 
it’s an assortment of donations, letters, bank state-
ments, and the usual quota of junk mail. Recently, 
Carmen has developed a habit of thumbing through 
each stack, looking for a square envelope with a Phila-
delphia postmark. 

A smile spreads across Carmen’s face as the familiar 
scrawl on a tidy white envelope emerges from the pile. 
Happiness and feelings of kinship with an unknown 
elderly woman from Philly bubble to the surface as 
she rushes across the hall to show the letter—and two 
worn $5 bills tucked inside—to a coworker. 

“I’ve never met her,” says Carmen. “I don’t even 
know her name. But I’d recognize her handwriting 
anywhere. Every few weeks since October 2014 Hope 
Channel has received a note and some cash from our 
friend in Philly.”

The envelopes do not include a return address. Cash, 
from $10 to $30, is wrapped inside unsigned notes of 
thanks and encouragement. The notes contain just 
enough information to piece together a picture.

Through the months Hope Channel employees have, 
in their imagination, made this special, anonymous 
donor a part of their life at Hope Channel. They call 
her Mabel. “I imagine Mabel living in a small, two-

bedroom apartment in a brick building with a deli or 
a convenience store on the ground floor,” says one 
employee.  “Maybe that’s where she buys the stamps 
for her envelopes.” 

Another employee adds, “I’d like to think she has a 
desk that faces a small window framed with thin, flut-
tery curtains she sewed decades ago when her fingers 
were young and nimble. Her view is not much to look 
at—across the alley is just another red brick building. 
But she’s not at her desk for the view. She sits to write 
her love notes. Her frugality kicks in, and she tears a 
sheet of paper horizontally into three strips for three 
short letters.  She prays as she writes to those who 
have made a difference in her life, to those for whom 
she has concern, to those who are going through dif-
ficult times. Then she takes an envelope from a small 
stack—some are blue, some yellow, some white, but 
all faded and musty with time.”

“We know that Mabel watches Hope Channel on Direc-
TV,” says Carmen, emphasizing that this is a fact and 
not part of her imaginings. “I think it’s cute that she 
addresses every envelope to ‘Channel 368’ because 
that’s where she gets Hope Channel on her television.” 

The small cash donation she sends seems to indicate 
that she is on a fixed income. “I wonder if Mabel saves 
something out of her grocery budget?” a volunteer at 
Hope Channel asks of the group hovering over the lat-

Never too Late, 
Never too Old
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est square envelope. “Maybe she is like the widow 
in Jesus’s story—the one who dropped her two 
mites into the offering (see Mark 12:41–44).”

Regardless of her financial status, Mabel, the 
anonymous donor, gives out of love and appre-
ciation—and she gives generously from the joy of 
having found Jesus. In one of her penned notes, 
she writes, “I watch many of the programs . . . I 
have learned so much in my elder years.”

“This woman’s letters and donations have let me 
see how Hope Channel helps lead people to Jesus 
and His Word—no matter their age,” says Car-
men. “And I’m reminded of this Bible text in Psalm 
92:13–15: ‘The righteous will flourish in the courts 
of our God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they 
will stay fresh and green, proclaiming, “The Lord is 
upright; he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness 
in him”’ (NIV).”

Maybe Mabel has a family with whom she’s excit-
edly sharing her faith. Or maybe she’s alone and 
Hope Channel has not only brought Jesus into her 
life, but also keeps her company. Regardless, the 
verses in Psalm 92 concur with what Mabel writes, 
“As the saying goes, you are never to old to learn. 
May God bless you all.” 
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Happenings

Hector Belvedere Marcelo Vallado

Hector’s 19 years of experience as director of production and 
professor of Communication and Media in two universities 
is an asset to Hope Channel, where he serves as director of 
production.

He began his career in Rio de la Plata University in Argentina 
and from there moved to the University of Montemorelos, 
which has been home to Hector, his wife Gabriella, and their 
daughter Nicol for the past nine years.

Moving from one city to another is difficult enough, but three 
countries in 19 years is quite a feat. “We have gone where God 
sends us,” explains Hector about their move to the U.S. where 
using English every day can be challenging. “God puts the 
pieces together at the right time and the right place. We have 
had no regrets in the past and will have none in our present or 
our future.”

Hector’s goal is to keep the studio running every day, 
producing dynamic programs and bringing variety to Hope 
Channel’s broadcast. His primary focus is on creating shows 
for children and young adults. “We cannot tell children what 
they shouldn’t watch on television without giving them shows 
they can watch—and learn from and enjoy,” says Hector. 

Hope Channel is excited about the shows being created under 
Hector’s leadership. 

Director of Production Director of Global Broadcasting and Distribution

Marcelo’s job description is far too technical and detailed for 
the average person to understand. So when asked to describe 
what he does in the simplest way possible, Marcelo says he’s 
responsible for “taking Hope Channel’s broadcast signal from 
the corporate offices in Silver Spring to all the world.”

Marcelo’s connection with Hope Channel has spanned the 
15 years of his previous job at the Adventist Media Center in 
California, where he was the director of religious programing. 
During that period Hope Channel partnered with the media 
center on much of the daily broadcast-related functions. When 
the media center closed, Marcelo, his wife Leila, and daughters 
Nina, Lisa, and Karen moved across the country to Maryland to 
continue working with Hope Channel. 

While the weather in Maryland is far more temperamental than 
it is California or Brazil (which was home before California), 
Marcelo is glad to continue working in media ministry. “My 
prayer is for every viewer who watches Hope Channel to 
discover that a Christ-like attitude and lifestyle is something 
they want to emulate. Hope Channel should always be the 
place to learn about Christian beliefs from a purely biblical 
perspective.”

Hope Channel is grateful for Marcelo’s expertise that keeps us 
on the air 24/7. 
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Kenya 
The new headquarters of the West Kenya region of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church was inaugurated in a ceremony officiated 
by the president of the Republic of Kenya, His Excellency Hon. 
Uhuru Kenyatta. Included in the new complex is a Hope Channel 
television studio that will produce local programs. President 
Kenyatta, while addressing the large crowd, observed that Hope 
Channel programing will help change lives and build a better 
society. Additionally, he made a personal pledge to donate $20,000 
towards the purchase of television production equipment for Hope 
Channel’s new studio. Also in attendance was Gideon Mutero, Hope 
Channel’s vice president for finance.

Cayman Islands
Hope Channel is now available in the Cayman Islands on three 
television stations. Abel Marquez, Hope Channel director for the 
region, prepared a special welcome message for the viewers in the 
Cayman Islands. (You may view it here: hopetv.org/cayman.) 

Fiji
In the beautiful new outdoor studio facing the historical Suva 
harbour where the Pitcairn anchored and John I Tay disembarked, 
wonderful things are happening at Hope Channel Fiji. They have  
two new shows: Sabbath School U South Pacific  and Y–Connection 
that cater to youth and young adults. “Young people face different 
kinds of issues every day, “ says John Tausere of Hope Channel Fiji. 
“We want to offer them solutions from a biblical perspective.  
Y–Connection tackles topics such as suicide, drugs, social media, 
and fashion .” 

United Kingdom
The South England region of the Seventh-day Adventist Church is 
purchasing a warehouse that will be converted into a Hope Channel 
studio. They are excited to begin creating shows that are inviting to 
the secular population. 

Happenings

His Excellency Hon. Uluru Kenyatta (L) with Gideon 
Mutero, Hope Channel Vice President for Finance
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My job as manager of Web services for Hope Channel’s global headquarters is diverse and challenging . . . and 
I love it!

However, if you would have asked me five years ago what I thought about the idea, my reply would have 
been much different. I owned a Web development firm in Southern California, and enjoyed setting my own 
schedule and the freedom to travel at will.

When I was invited to join Hope Channel, my response was “No, but I’ll pray about it.” How could I give up the 
life I enjoyed so much?

But I prayed—for several months—and God gave me new perspective, one that has immersed me in a 
ministry that I am passionate about. From my first day at Hope Channel in 2011, I have embraced the 
incomparable mission of this ministry, and haven’t looked back. 

Hope Channel’s purpose is to take God’s good news to everyone around the world through the most 
powerful communications medium in existence: television. Truly, we want every eye to see, on Hope 
Channel, God and the goodness of His character.

Over the past few years, the distinction between 
television and the Internet has become blurry. 
Before, television was something viewed on a 
relatively large screen and received with antenna, 
satellite dish, or cable subscription. Now, television 
encompasses delivery of video content via the 
Internet as well. And with the rise of mobile 
devices, the small screen in your pocket is another 
way to reach others with the gospel.

With this revolution in connectivity, television 
viewers’ expectations are becoming more 
sophisticated. Most viewers now expect a seamless 
viewing experience across broadcast, mobile apps, 
IPTV set top boxes, and the Web. Achieving this 
seamless experience requires television networks 
such as Hope Channel to invest in powerful data 
management systems that operate behind the 
scenes.

My primary responsibility is to create these 
systems, putting Hope Channel on the leading 

edge of modern television delivery so that we can minister to viewers around the world, no matter how 
they’re connected. When complete, Hope Channel will have a brand new website, apps for every device, and 
a completely connected viewing experience.

It is a complex project that has been underway for three years. Along the way, I have had the privilege of 
working with the best team I have ever been a part of. Every person brings to the team unique gifts that I 
believe are actuated by their sense of a personal call on their lives to serve God here.

Personally, I have found my work at Hope Channel to be highly fulfilling. To know that people around the 
world are being reached with the gospel makes all the hard work and the many long hours more than 
worthwhile. It fills my life with a sense of deeper purpose. 

Justin Woods is also passionate about 
Southwestern Adventist University’s 
dinosaur excavation project in which 
he has participated for over 15 years. 
He manages the unique technology 
that powers the project, ensuring 
every fossil specimen is mapped when 
discovered, and modeled in 3D in the 
computer. These advances have made 
Southwestern’s dinosaur excavation 
project one of the most sophisticated 
in the world,  gaining the respect of 
well-known secular paleontologists, in 
spite of their philosophical differences. 
“They know we believe in Creation, but 
they respect us because we conduct 
our research with such precision. I think 
that speaks very highly of our God,” 
says Justin.

Inside Hope Channel
Web Services

Justin Woods
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What Is the Bible?
The most translated book in the world, the 

Bible continues to be an enigma to many. 
Asscherick takes a fascinating look at the 

foundation of Christian faith.

Who Is God?
Because no one has seen Him, God’s nature 

has been misunderstood. Asscherick helps you 
discover what the Bible says about God and 

who He is.

Does God Exist?
Many noteworthy atheists are adamant that 

there is no proof of God. Asscherick points to 
evidence of God and reasons to believe in Him.

Who Was Right?
“Survival of the fittest” pushes morality aside 

as an illusion. Yet morality is at the core of 
Jesus’ teachings. Asscherick asks, “Who’s 

right, Jesus or Darwin?”   

Why Do Children Suffer?
How can a powerful God exist when innocent 

children suffer? Using his “Table of Truth,” 
Asscherick seeks to solve the problem posed 

by the existence of pain.

Is There Justice on Earth?
The pain in life often has us seeking justice. 
Asscherick explains there is justice on earth 
and how it can be appreciated by seeking a 

greater justice that is to come.

Who Killed Jesus?
Many struggle to accept Jesus as anything 

more than a historical figure. Asscherick 
confirms Jesus as both a religious leader and 

the Savior of this world.

Does God Have Time?
Celebrities and CEOs are often too busy for 
others. Asscherick points to a God who not 

only has time for us but who also yearns to be 
with us all the time. 

What Is the Deal With Church?
Church can be off-putting to many.  

Asscherick tackles the flaw that makes church 
unappealing and how this problem can be 

turned around.

What Happens After Death?
Is it a bright light, a long tunnel, final 

darkness, a new life? Asscherick brings to the 
forefront all that the Bible has to say about 

what happens after death

What Is Hell?
Hell is the most tragically misunderstood 

teaching of Scripture, focusing on what can 
neither be proven nor experienced. Asscherick 

unwraps the biblical concept of Hell.   

Getting a New Start
What happens after you have a good 
understanding of God and the Bible? 

Asscherick offers an exciting launching ground 
for beginning the rest of your life.

EPISODE 1: WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

EPISODE 2: WHO IS GOD?
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ONE FOR YOU,  

THE OTHER A GIFT.BUY O
NE

GET O
NE50%OFF

Order online hopechannelstore.com 
or call 888-4-HOPE-TV

GOD? … Where David Asscherick answers 
questions you’ve always wanted to ask.

12 episodes … just $49.95

Hope Channel’s biggest seller is now on sale until June 19, the last day of Spring.

HOPE CHANNEL’S 
SPRING SALE
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Jim was a hard-working farmer and a careful saver. But for many years he watched the rate of return on his bank CDs 
plummet.  He needed a better return to provide an income for his four children after his demise.

One day he saw me on Hope Channel talking about the benefits of a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA). Jim called me because 
the CGA would do exactly what he wanted.

A CGA is a contract in which you exchange a gift of cash or securities for a generous, fixed income each year of your life 
(or the lives of two people).  A CGA is an extraordinary way to support Hope Channel’s successful global ministry, while 
increasing your income and slicing your tax bill—all in one transaction.  

I helped Jim set up five CGAs.  Based on his age at the time, his CGA paid him 
8.8 percent. The other four paid an average of 5.7 percent—first to Jim, 
then to his children—a much better income than the matured CD he 
used to fund the annuities. He was also pleased that a generous 
portion of his pay out was income tax free.

Jim, and ultimately his children, received fixed payments from 
the CGAs that were significantly more than he was receiving from 
his bank CD. Jim was pleased that the CGAs 
provided more income for himself, an 
income for his children … and a generous 
gift for Hope Channel. 

A Charitable Gift Annuity  
to help you and your children … and Hope Channel

Dr. Albert Navarro
Director, Planned Giving

Phone: 888-339-7526 or 480-252-0844
Email: aln@hopetv.org


